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March 26, 1992
UM GETS GTE GRANT TO BOOST RECRUITMENT 
OF NATIVE AMERICAN STUDENTS IN MATH, SCIENCE
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana College of Arts and Sciences has received a $30,000 GTE 
FOCUS grant to assist recruitment and retention of Native American students majoring in 
mathematics and science.
The two-year FOCUS grant, one of 15 awarded nationwide, will cover the costs of 
recruitment trips, a part-time project coordinator and student recruiters, as well as student mentors 
to offer support and encouragement to new students once they are on campus, said David 
Bilderback, associate dean of the College of Arts and Sciences.
"What’s really unique about this program is we’re using Native American students to 
recruit Native American students," Bilderback said. Native American students who are already 
succeeding on campus will join with faculty members to provide support networks for the new 
students, he said.
Relatively few of UM’s Native American students major in mathematics or the sciences, 
Native American Studies Director Bonnie Craig said, and the GTE grant will support the 
University’s efforts to correct that trend. Much of the recruitment energy will be directed toward 
science and math students at tribal community colleges, she said.
"GTE has a strong commitment to developing minority students to take on the challenging
-more-
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technical careers found in business through success in science and math programs at the college 
level," said GTE Telephone Operations Assistant Vice President Chuck Bultmann, a UM graduate. 
"The FOCUS grant will allow the University greater flexibility in recruitment and retention 
activities for these students."
Bultmann will present the grant to UM President George Dennison and Bilderback in an 
April 2 ceremony.
Both Craig and Bilderback said the University hopes the two-year, grant-funded program 
will grow into a permanent, full-time position for Native American recruitment.
The FOCUS program was created in 1982 by the GTE Foundation to help colleges and 
universities respond creatively to issues of concern to higher education and business. More than 
$3.5 million in FOCUS grants have been awarded so far.
GTE, the fourth largest publicly owned telecommunications company in the world, provides 
telephone service to Montanans in the Libby, Trov and Eureka areas.
m
Contacts: Bilderback, 243-2632; Craig, 243-5832; GTE spokesman Kevin Laverty, (208) 765- 
4470.
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